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Dear Friends,  
 
It would be an understatement to say that 2020 was an unusual year. In March, our lives changed almost overnight, 
as many of us began working remotely and limiting our contact with our friends and family members. Several of 
Exodus’s clients, including those who had been self-sufficient for years, found themselves dealing with unexpected 
job losses and isolation.  

With your help, Exodus quickly pivoted and began providing services virtually. We helped clients navigate new 
challenges, like quarantining when they first arrived in the United States, understanding the virtual platforms they 
would need for work and school, and understanding changing health orders and information. Demand for services 
like English classes and mental health services soared, and our employment team kept busy helping clients who had 
been laid off to find new jobs. 

Despite these challenges, your support allowed us to provide services to 939 clients in 2020, including 175 clients 
who were newly resettled in our community. As these clients began new lives in the midst of a global crisis, I was 
reminded that when we come together to support refugees, incredible things can happen.  

With immigration policies swiftly changing, Exodus is prepared to welcome hundreds more refugees in the coming 
year.  Fortunately, I know that we have the backing of donors, volunteers, and other supporters like you. Together, we 
will work to welcome these refugees into our community.  

Cole Varga 
Executive Director    



EXODUS REFUGEE  |  2020 ANNUAL REPORT    3

President: Michele Saysana
Vice President: Afshan Paarlberg 
Secretary: David Schwartz
Treasurer: Nick Cebulko

Elizabeth Cullen Dunn
Chad Dickerson
Quratulain Khan
Lauren Kreutzinger
Michael Leppert
Jennifer Marcuson
Mohamed Osman Mohamed
Dan Nierste
Jennifer Pendleton
Christopher Scott
Marina Hadjioannou Waters

2457 E Washington St, Suite A
Indianapolis, IN 46201

OUR BOARD
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Even though 2020 was a difficult 
year, we were able to welcome 175 
refugees from six countries. These 
clients had the opportunity to start 
new lives here in Central Indiana. 

Total Refugees 
Welcomed

Democratic Republic       
     of the Congo  
             43

Burma 
   93

Syria 
   1

Eritrea 
    10

Sudan 
    6

Afghanistan 
   22

175



EXODUS REFUGEE  |  2020 ANNUAL REPORT    5

By the Numbers 
2020 was a busy year at Exodus! With your help, we were able to to serve total people and achieve the following:

jobs were found for 
Exodus clients  

clients received 
individual and  
family counseling 

new participants in 
English classes

applications to 
become legal 
permanent residents 
or adjust status  
were filed

asylum seekers received 
assistance in the pilot year 
of our Services to Asylum 
Seekers program

refugee women 
received case 
management 
focused on skills 
building training

161

939

71119

106 42

financial literacy trainings 
and 54 employment 
readiness trainings  
were provided

67

40
youth received  
school supplies

230
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We’re in this together!

“�It is hard to leave the place you know 
the most, but we all knew that we 
wanted a better life for ourselves,  
so we were happy.” — HELENE

“�I was very nervous when starting 
school, but Exodus made all my 
worries go away. They taught us  
how to do everything.” 

“�We are very thankful to Exodus 
Refugee, to all the staff. We really 
appreciate them. Their kindness. 
They helped us a lot. We will never 
forget them.” — ESMAEL

To read stories about our work, visit:  
exodusrefugee.org/about-us/who-we-serve/refugee-stories/ 

— HEBA
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2020 Audited Financials Grant Funders
In 2020, Exodus received the following grant awards:

FUNDER AMOUNT

Angie’s List Foundation, a fund 
of Central Indiana Community 
Foundation

$2,000

The Central Indiana Covid-19 
Community Economic Relief Fund $175,000

Christ Church Cathedral $11,750

Church World Service Technology 
Grant $667

The Crosser Family Foundation $10,000

The Clowes Fund $100,000

The Cummins Foundation $35,499

Disciples of the Canfield  
Memorial Trust $1,000

First Financial Foundation $37,000

Flexware Foundation $5,000

The Indianapolis Foundation,  
a CICF affiliate $22,000

Junior League of Indianapolis $10,000

Meridian Street United Methodist 
Church Florence Hansman  
Legacy Grant

$10,000

Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Memorial 
Foundation, Inc. $10,000

The Rogers Family Foundation,  
a fund of Central Indiana  
Community Foundation

$7,500

Servants of Christ Lutheran Church $2,000

The Women’s Fund of Central Indiana $16,000

INCOME: $2,734,192

EXPENSES: $2,505,943

Federal and State Funding

Private Grants/Foundations

Corporations

Faith Groups

Individual Donors

Special Events

Other/Miscellaneous Income

Program Expenses

Administrative Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

85%

6%
9%

10%

1%
2%

22%

5%
7%

53%
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